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1. Message from the Chief Operating Officer

Zimbabwe has been in the news a lot recently with
the outbreak of cholera hitting the headlines. We
would like to assure all readers that both our
Antelope Park and Victoria Falls projects are
operating as normal and remain unaffected by the
health scare. In fact, both projects continue to
make great progress towards our aims.

We are also now launching our voluntourist
program for those interested in visiting our stage
one program within the Mosi-oa-Tunya National
Park in  Zambia. Email our partner
at info@africanimpact.com in order to find out
more about the project. In this issue we introduce
you to the cubs taking part in the walks; a group of
amazing characters who are visibly excited about
walking around the breathtaking Park and playing
on the banks of the Zambezi River. Young Toka
even stalked impala on his first ever walk.

As we continue to find new and easier ways for you
to support our programs, this month we bring you a
Give as You Earn Program for UK employees. It's an
easy way to support ALERT’s vital work. When you
are paid, your payroll department deducts your
donation and it is passed automatically to ALERT.

You just need to decide how much you want to give.

Your donation is tax-free so if you pledge £5 a
month you only pay £3.90 — the tax man pays the
rest. See the Last Roar for details.

Kindest regards and thank you for your support,

L "l-.‘

David Youldon
ALERT Chief Operating Officer
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We are the African Lion & Environmental Research Trust, a non-profit
organization dedicated to the facilitation and promotion of sound
conservation and management plans for the African lion (Panthera
leo) in partnership with governments, wildlife authorities and local
communities.

Based at Antelope Park, near the city of Gweru in the heart of the
Zimbabwe Midlands, ALERT was founded in 2005 to support the four-
stage Lion Rehabilitation and Release into the Wild Program
developed by Andrew & Wendy Conolly.

The aim of this program is to provide a solution to augmenting the
sharply decreasing numbers of African lions, but also to provide long
term solutions to protect habitat such that wild and reintroduced
prides can survive in viable numbers.

ALERT believes that assisting one species in isolation is unlikely to
provide a sustainable future for that species; only by looking at the
whole ecosystem within which that species lives, and through
understanding that species’ interactions with that environment, can
a lasting solution be found to the crisis facing Africa’s wildlife.

The aim of CCWA, the Conservation Centre for Wild Africa, is
therefore to be involved in; in-situ and ex-situ conservation and
reintroductions of other threatened species; to engage in habitat
protection activities; and implement or facilitate research that will
assist in the creation of improved management plans to ensure
a wild Africa for future generations.

Through the ALERT Communities Trust (ACT) program, we support
the notion that only through local community involvement can the
lion, and other species in Africa, survive. If the livelihood of
communities bordering conservation areas is intrinsically linked to
the health of that environment then the community will have reason
to protect it, motivated by Africans to the benefit of Africans.
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Stage one update

Fourteen-month old Swahili was clearly
on a mission from the the word go on one
of her afternoon walks this month.

Even her brother, Sango, didn’'t seem to
know what was so pressing, but dutifully
followed Swahili’s lead.

After catching up with Swabhili who had
disappeared through a thicket, Sango and
the rest of the walk found her stirring up
a hornet’s nest among a herd of buffalo.

Soon backed up by Sango, the cubs
chased the panicked herd which soon
joined up with a second herd. The super-
herd then turned the tables on the cubs
and began chasing them.

Sango and Swahili made good their
escape, outrunning the angry bovines.
But can Swahili, who has shown such
a keen interest in hunting from a very
young age match Lungile’s efforts during
his time at Victoria Falls and bring down
a buffalo? Only time and more experience
will tell...
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Over the last few months Echo and Etosha have really
been showing off their hunting potential, with Etosha
making his first two kills — a baboon and monitor lizard.

However, the boys were clearly looking for something
a bit more substantial when they took on a stallion
zebra recently. Etosha was the first to give chase,
launching himself onto the zebra’s back. When the
stallion bucked him off Etosha jumped straight back on.

Unfortunately his grip wasn’t too good and he slid back
off, but by this point Echo had caught up to the high-
speed persuit. While Etosha regained his footing Echo
decided it was his turn to hitch a ride and it took
a hefty kick from the stallion to dislodge him.

The brothers continued to chase, but couldn’t get close
enough again to do anything about it. The Es turn 20-
months on the 12" December and judging by their
recent form they’re more than ready for Night
Encounters to begin!

African Lion & Environmental Research Trust




FRIR ey HIPNIRT ST e

Ll

Sir Ranulph Fiennes returns to Antelope Park

Last year ALERT was honoured when Sir
Ranulph Fiennes attended our first stage two
release at Dollar Block, and then agreed to
become patron of ALERT. So, of course we
were delighted when Sir Ran and his family
returned last month to see how the cubs and
lions they met last year were getting on.

By a stroke of luck Echo and Etosha, who were
barely five-months old the first time they met
the great explorer, had just returned from our
Victoria Falls stage one operation to the Park
and were keen to meet Sir Ran again.

The boys were a little less excitable this time
round and were on their best behaviour for
their walk with Ran and his wife, Louise,
having last August become a bit of a handful
during a filmed interview.

Over the course of the week that the Fiennes
family spent with us, Ran was kind enough
to give a presentation to the program’s
voluntourists and staff about his career.

The Fienneses were also present at an
announcement by program founder, Andrew
Conolly, detailing possible areas for program
expansion in Swaziland, having just returned
from the Boundless Conference in
Johannesburg, which focuses on Transfrontier
Conservation Areas.

As ever, ALERT would like to thank Sir Ranulph
and Louise for their tireless support of the
program, and we all look forward to seeing
them again very soon.

“I am extremely proud to represent
ALERT, not just because of its forward
thinking work to help save the African
lion, but because they are looking at the
wider issues in conservation on the
African continent; looking at the whole
ecosystem within which the lion lives;
trying to find ways to develop
management plans that will work in the
long term and involving and empowering
local communities every step of the way.

I am also refreshed by ALERT’s
willingness to work alongside other
organizations in partnership, to share
ideas and draw different people together
to try and find the best solutions to face
Africa’s challenges”

Then and now: (left) Last year
Echo and Etosha gate crashed
an interview with Sir Ranulph;
(right) with a more mature
Echo
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The Cubs of Lion Encounter, Zambia

In last month’s newsletter we brought you news of the 10 lion cubs that had just arrived in Livingstone as the first members of
ALERT’s stage one in Zambia operated by Lion Encounter (Zambia). After years of trying to obtain the necessary permits to move lions
from the program’s base at Antelope Park in Zimbabwe, we obtained the cubs from a breeder in South Africa’s Orange Free State.

The cubs were met by representatives of ALERT at Livingstone Airport and taken to their new home in the Mosi-oa-Tunya National
Park, where stage one of the program will be operational later this month, news from which will be published in next month’s
newsletter. But in the meantime, please meet the cubs of Zambia’s stage one:

Loma, Leya & Toka (top to bottom below)

Loma and Leya are six-month old sisters and are very pretty but shy cubs. Toka on the other hand is
a very confident and playful male a couple of weeks younger.

The communities surrounding our stages one, two and three in Livingstone are ruled by Chief Mukuni,
Chief Sekute and Chief Musokotwane. It is from these tribes that two of the cubs take their names.

The tribe of Chief Mukuni are called the Leya. Originally coming from the Rozwi tribe in Zimbabwe, they
were conquered by the Mukuni people. The tribe of Chief Mukuni, it is believed, was one of the groups
which came down from the Congo in the 17th or 18th century. It is said that the tribe brought with them
a stone - Kechejo - from Kabwe. This stone was put at the site of the Mukuni village. The story of Kechejo
is that it will disappear under the ground in times of severe drought; it will also raise itself higher out of
the ground in times of good harvest.

Chief Sekute rules over another group of Leya but the ruling clan were originally
thought to be of Subiya descent. A story is told that the first Chief Sekute came
to the area to hunt hippopotamus and stayed. This group were originally living
on the islands in the river. When they wanted to move onto the mainland, Chief
Mukuni refused permission. They fought on several occasions. Chief Mukuni
gave one of his sisters to Chief Sekute as a wife, and this settled their quarrel.
When David Livingstone arrived at the Falls, he landed on Kalai Island. Here he
found the graves of past Chiefs Sekute surrounded by elephant tusks - 70 in all.
It was the Leya of Chief Sekute who lived near the Old Drift when the first white
settlers came to the area.

The people under Chief Musokotwane are called Toka - this is the name given them by the Kololo,
but they were probably Tonga. Their home is Senkobo, north of Livingstone. This is the largest
group in the area and they are culturally and linguistically similar to the Leya.

The Loma live in the sparsely populated region between Guinea and Liberia.

The Kumba people arrived in the Liberia region about 6,000 B.C. Though their origin is not very
clear they most likely came from the Western Sudan. These newly arrived people established an
empire under the leadership of King Kumba, after whom they were called. The Kumbas comprised
distinct groups which developed into different tribes after the death of their leader: the Kpelle, the
Gbande, the Mende, the Mano, and the Loma, all belonging to the same linguistic group. They
were chiefly agriculturalists but also developed arts such as pottery and basket making.




The Last Roar
Give as You Earn Payroll Giving

The money you earn in just a few minutes at work or during
your lunch break can really help our conservation efforts.
The program is available to all UK employees being paid
through the PAYE system.

What is Payroll Giving?

It's an easy way to support ALERT’s vital work. When you
are paid, your payroll department deducts your donation
and it is passed automatically to ALERT. You just need to
decide how much you want to give.

Your donation is tax-free so if you pledge £5 a month you
only pay £3.90 — the tax man pays the rest.

How do I sign up?

Check that your employer offers Payroll Giving, if not ask
your employer to look

at: http://www.hmrc.gov.uk/payrollgiving/employers/questi
ons.htm for details on how to set up a Give as You Earn
program at your workplace.

Then, either go to
http://www.cafonline.org/Default.aspx?page=7026 and
print off the “Give as You Earn Direct Donation Form” or
email us at alert@africanencounter.org and we will email
one out to you.

Hand the completed form to your Payroll Department and
relax, knowing that while you are at work, your money is
working hard too — making possible the full range of ALERT
projects.

For more information about  payroll  giving
visit: http://www.payrollgivingcentre.org.uk/index.htm

Kick start Christmas for ALERT

You can lend your support to ALERT this festive season by
sending online Christmas cards to friends and family
through everyclick.com

Simply select a card you wish to send from their range, add
a personal message — you can even include your own image
or video clip — make a donation and then select the day you
want it to be delivered to the recipient.

In addition, for UK tax payers 121% of the donation you
make goes to ALERT — with Gift Aid adding an extra 28p for
every pound you donate — meaning this Christmas you can
spend less but give more.

To send a Christmas card for ALERT simply follow the
link: www.everyclick.com/christmas

Thank you for your support.



